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Proverbs 24, I, 13. 


Is Fs forbeare 10 deliver them that are drawne unto death, and thoſe that are ready to be 
aine : | 

Tf thou ſayeſt, Behold we know it not z doth not he that pondercth the heart conſider it > |: 
and he that keepeth thy ſoul, doth not he know it ? and ſhall not he render to every man ac- [* 
cording to bis works? 
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INISTERS of the (3osreLL 
within the Province of London, 


whole Names are Subſcribed : 


Delivered to His Excellency by ſome of 
the Subſcribers, Jan 13, 1649 


With deſire 'to have it communicated to the Genes] 
rall Councell of the Army. 


May tit pleaſe your Excellency, with thoſe of your 
Counſell x | 


> Hereas of late divers Applications have been made, as 
4 well in writing as by verball Meſſages , inviting the 
Miniſters of London , or ſome of them, to meet with 
\ the Officers of the Army, in their conſultations about 
I matters of Religion z We, Miniſters of the Goſpell 
-> Within the Province of Landon hold it our Duty , as 
> & then to refuſe any ſuch meeting as was propoſed 3 ſo 
now to give your Lord{hip and your Councell the 
3 Reaſons of that Refuſall, leaſt by our filence we thould 

* 7 ſeemto be wanting in that ingenuity and Candor which 
becomes all, bur eipecially the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, And underſtanding 
that ſome of our Brethren, at one Conference before your Lordſhip and lome of 


your Counſel}, Mr. Marſhall, Mr. Calamy, Mr. Whitakerys, Mr. Sedgwick, = 
| Az an 


[ 
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and at another with ſome of your chiet w Mr, Wintaker, Mr. Calamy,' My. 
Aſh, &c. have already manifeited their diſlike, both of yaur-laxe Actions towards 
many of the Worthy Members of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, and 
what likewiſe you have publiſhed in your late Remonitrance and Declaration, as 
your intention for (ctling the Afaires of the Kingdome, { as we were informed b 
ſome of them, and willed thus to fignifie,) Wee thouzhr fit hereby to manife 
our Concurrence with thoſe our Reverend Brethren , Humbly defiring , That 
while we uſe that Plainneſſe and Freedome which becometh the Ambafiidors of 
Chriſt, this our petformance may not be miſ-interpreted, either as a rrangreſling 
the Law of Chriſtian meekneſle, or an exceeding the Bounds of Minifteriall li- 
berty ; Wee being commanded to cry aloud, and to lift up our voices as Trum- 
pets, 10 ſhew the Peopletheir Tranfgrefſions, and the houſe of Facob their linnes. 

Had a Conference beem deſired-with us only to have given you reſolution, whe- 
ther the wayes wherein at the preſent you are walking, are agreeable to the Word 
of God ( which Caſe indeed had been ſuitable for private perſons to have pr o- 
pounded, and for Minifters of the Goſpell ro have reſolved ) Wee thould"*moſt 
willingly and freely have delivered our Judgements ( as our fore-mentioned Bre- 
thren have done) concerning theſe your praRiſes ; and have given you this as our 
Advice, grounded upon Scripture 3 Namely, That in ſtead of proceeding further 
in ſuch unwarrantable eourſcs,. you ſhould have teſtified your timely and godly 
ſorrow fot what ( {© cloarly 2gainkt rhe:giret Rule of theWorq ) you have alrea- 
dy acted. 

” And if only for clearing of this Ciſe, a Conference had been defired, Tr was 
f:om the firft profefted 'thirt we ſhould be ready and willing'to meet , where and 
with whomſoever, to aſſert and maintain our Judgement therein. But as if the 
juſtneſle of your way were already granted by us; Wee were only invited to con- 
eribute our aſſiſtance in proſecutien of what. you had undertaken, which wee con- 
ceive to be out of your Spherez And for us'tohaye joined fn any conſultations 
of this nature, would have made us accefſary unto them ; guilty of the evil which 
is in them, and even, partakers of other mens ſins, x Tim. 5. 22+ contrary to the 
Apoſtles rute. who bids us, 1 Fhef. 5. 22. abigine even from afl appearance of evill, 
and, Epheſ. 5. 11. have uo fellowſhip with the unfruitfull works of darkneſſe, but ve- 
prove them rather. 

-Tr is already ſufficiently known { beſides nll former miſcarriages.) what.,At- 
rempts of late have bzen put in praftiſe againlt lawfull Authority: Eipecially by 
your late Remonſtrance, and Declaration publiſhed in oppoliion to the pras 
ceedings of Parliamenr; As alſo. by ſeizing and impriſoning the Kinzs perſon, 
without the knowledge and conſent of Pactiamznt, ani by rhar late wnp xralled 
violence offered to the Mzmbzrs of it, forcibly hindering above one hundredaf 
them. (if we miſtake notthe number) from fitting in Parliament, Impriforyng 
many of their Perſons;z, thouzh many. of them are known to ns to be-men of ena 
nent Worth and Integrity, and who have given moſt ample Teſtimony of theix 
reall AﬀeRions to the good of th: Kingdomez and belides all rhjs, therc'is an 


intent of Framing and coatriving a new module, aſwell of the Lawes and Go- 
__ verament 


vernment of the Kingdome, as of the Conſtitution of a new kinde of Repreſerts- 
tive ( as you call it ) in ſtead of this and all future Parliaments z and this ro be 
Subſcribed throughout the Kingdome, under the notion of an Agreement of the 
People; as is Declared in your late Remonſtrance, of November, 16. 1648. fag. 
67. All which praQtiſes we cannot but judge, to be manifeſtly oppoſite to the 
Jawfull Authority of choſe Magiſtrates , 'which God hath ſer over us, and to the 
Duty and Obedience, which by the Lawes of God and Man, and by our mani- 
fold Oathes and Covenants, we ſtand obliged to render to them. And therefore 
we judge it our Duty, rather to teſtifie our utter diſlike, and detcſtation, then 
' to give any ( though but implicite and interpretative) approbation of them. 

We remember the advice of Solomon, Prov, 24.-21, Fear thou the Lord, and the 
King, and meddle uct with them that are given to change ; And that of Paul, 2 Thefl. 
3. 6, Withdraw from cucry Brother that walketh a7 *1os, diſorderly, and not according 
29 the Traditions which you have recctved of us: Of which this is one; Tit. 3. 1. Put 
them in minde to be ſubjef to Principa'litics and Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates: And 
Rom. 13. 1, 2. Let every ſoul be ſubjef to the higher Poweys, for there #s no powe, 
but of God, the Powers that be are Ordained of God: Whoſocver therefore refiſteth ther 
Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God, and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves 
damnation. The fear of God therefore ( whoſe Ordinance is violated, when Ma- 
giſtracy is oppoſed ) makes us afraid of medling with thoſe who without any co- 
lour of Legall Authority, meereiy upon the FPreſumption of Strength, ſhall at- 
tempt ſuch Changes as theſe are, And Wee cannot but be deepely affeted with 
ericf and aſtoniſhment, to ſee that an Army, raiſed by Authority of Failiament, 
for the Preſervation of the Priviledges thereof, and of our Religion, Lawes and 
Liberties, ſhould contrary to their truſt, and many ingagements, do that which 
tends to the manifeſt Subverſion of them all. | 

Wee have not forgotten thoſe declared Groands and Principles, upon which 
the Pactiament firſt took up Armes, and upon which Wee were induced ro join 
with them ; ( from which Wee have not hitherto declined, and We truſt through 
Gods grace never ſha}l, ) We remember, That when the King, with a multitude 
of Armed men, demanded but a ſmall number ( in compariton of thoſe now 
ſecluded by you ) of the Members of Parliament : It was deemed ſuch an horrid 
Violation of their Priviledges, and an a fo injurious, and Deſtructive to the 
good of the Kingdome, as had not (then) any Precedent or Parallel; And of 
what nature it was judged to be, by a Parliamentthen free and full may appear 
by the Order of the Houſe of Commons of Fanuary 3, 1 6 4 1. When, hearins 
bur of a purpoſe in the King to Seiſe upon ſome of their Members, they dectared 
«© If any Perſon whatſoever, thall offer co Arreſt, or Detain, the Perſon of any 
«-Member of this Houſe, without firſt acquainting this Houſe rherewith-, and 
* zecciying further Order from this Houſe, That ir is lawfull for ſuch Member, 
© or any Perſon to afliſt him,and to ftand upon his or their Guard of Defence, and 
*to make reliſtance,according to the Proteſtation taken to Defend the Priviledges 
© of Parliameat; and by the Declaration of JaNuaR® 17, 1641. That the 
© arreſting of any Member of Parliament , by any Warrant whatſoever , without 
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© a Legall proceeding againſt them , and wichout confent of that Houſe , wheres 
.* of ſuch perſon is a Member, is againſt the Liberry of the Subjet, and a 
© Breach of Priviledge of Parliament; And the perſon which Gail arreſt any 
© of theſe perſons, or any other Member of the Parliament, is Declared a pub- 
© lick Enemie of the Common-wealth. 

© Andthis Violation of their Priviledges , was that which did occaſion firſt a 
Guard , and was afterward one Reaſon of railing an Army : Burt that an Army 
thus raiſed by their Authoritie, and for their preſervation, ſhould now ſo far exceed 
that AR which was then eſteemed without paralel, could hardly bave been ima- 
gined by us , had not our eyes been Wirnelles of it. | 

Andalthough both Houſes of Parliament ( who are joyntly together with 
the King, intruſted with the Supreme Authoricy of the Kingdome ) ſaw cauſe 
to rake up Armes for their own Defence , againſt the Attempts made upon them 
by the King and his Evill Councellers ; and for the preſervation of the | waxk 
Religion eſtabliſhed { which was then indangered by the growth of ſeverall Errors 
and Innovations; ) and for the ſecuring of the Fundamentall Lawes and Con- 
ſticutions of the Kingdome , which they apprehended then co be underminded by 
ſeverall Illegall incroachments: Yet this cannot be pleaded as any Juſtification 
or Precedent for you ( who, in reference ro the power of Magiſtracie , are but 
private perſons) touſurpe an Authority over King and Parliament, and to in« 
rermedle with affaires which belong not to you. For the Lawes of Gop , Nature, 
and Nations, together with the DiQates of Reaſon , and the Common conſent of 
all Caſuiſts allow that to thoſe which are intruſted with managing the Supreame 
Authority of a State or Kingdome , which they do not allow to a multitude of 
private Perſons , though they have itrength in their hands to effe& it. 

And moreover, \ rin the Parliament thus took up Arms for the Defence 
of their Perſons and Priviledges , and the preſervation of Religion, Lawes, 
and Liberties; Yetitwas not their intention thereby to do violence to the Perſon 
of the King , or deveſt him of his Regall Authority , and what of Right be- 
longeth to him, (| as appeares by their many Declarations in that behalf :) Much 
lefle was it their purpoſero ſubvert and overthrow the whole frame and fundamen- 
tall conſtiturion of the Government of the Kingdome, or to give power and 
authority to any perſons whatſoever ſo to do. 

And therefore we apprehend our ſelves obliedged thus to appear for the main- 
t2nance of our Religion , Lawes and Libecties, together with the Conſtirution, 
Power, and Þ;iviledges of Parliament , and the ſccled Government of the King. 
dome; both, onthe one hand, againſt all Malignant Counſels and Deſignes 
for the incrodution ofan Arbitrary and Tyrrannicall power in the King z and 
onthe other hand , againſt all irregular licentious proceedings of private Perfons, 
tending to the ſubyerhon of them , and to the introduion of Anarchy , Con» 
fuſion , Prophanneſle , and Irreligion. 

And we are the more ſtrongly engaged thus to adhere firmely to theſe our for- 
mer juſt principles, by reaſon of the ſeverall Oathes and Covenants generally 
taken throughout che Kingdome , as by the Proteſtation of May 5, 1641. 


Wheein 


Whereia we do In the preſence of * Almighty God promiſe, vow and proteft , 
** according to the dutie of our Allegiance to maintain and D<fend with our 
* lives , power and cflates, His Majeſties Royal Perſon , Honour and Eftate, 
** and the Power and Priviledges of Parliament, As alſo by the Vow and Co- 
F© YENANT , Wherein the Lords and Commons have Declared, that there had 
* then been.a treacherous and horrid defign to ſurprize the Cities of London 
* and WESTMINSTER with the Suburbs , and by Armsto force the Parliament: 
* And finding by conttant experience, that many wayes of force and treachery 
* are continually attempted , &c. Required, That all that are true-hearted and 
* lovers of their Country , thould bind themſelves each to other in thar Sacred 
** Vow and Covenant, wherein we Declare our abhorring and deteſting the ſaid 
< wicked and treacherous defigne, and that we would according to cur power 
© and yocation oppoſeand reſiit the fame, and all other of the like nature. And 
© likewiſe by the Solemn League and (\oucnant for the Reformation and Defence of Re- 
*« ligion, the Honour and Happineſſe of the King, the Peace and Safety of the King- 
© domes , 8c, Wherein we have Covenanted , That we will ſincerely , really 
e< and conſtantly in our ſeverall Vocations , endeavour to preſerve the Rights and 
& }riviledges of the Parliaments, and Preſerve and Defend the Kings Mjzſtics 
& Perſon and Authority , in the preſervation and Defence of the true Religion, 
© and Liberties of the Kingdomes z that the World may bear witnefle with our 
** Conſciences of our Loyalty, and that we have no thoughts or intentions ro di- 
& minilh His Majeſties juſt power and greatneſſe. 

In all which obligations, though the matter of them may be, inpart, of Ci- 
vill concernment yet the bond and tye of an Oath and Covenant is Religious , 
facred, and inviolable. Which though ſome may eſteem no more then an Ar- 
MANACK out. of date, yet we look upon it as the Oath of God , in whoſe 
Name we have ſworne,and who will certainly require it at our hands, 

We know with what a jealous eye, and ſevere hand , the Loxp avenged the 
quarrell of his Covenant made by Zedekzah to the King of Babylon, though extor- 
ted from him , and prejudiciallrohim. EzEx. 17, 14, Is. 18, ig. Shall he pre- 
ſper ( faith Gop ) ſhall be eſcape , that doth ſuch things ? Or ſhall he break the Covenant, 
and be delivered? As I live, ſaith the Lord, ſeeing he deſpiſed the Oath by breaking 
the Covenant (when lo , hehad given his haud ) he ſhall not eſcape. Therefore thus ſaith 
' the Lord God, »AsT live , ſurely mine Oath that he hath deſpiſed , and my Covenant that 
hath broken, even it will T recompence upon his own head, We dare not therefore (when 
we have lift up our hands to the moit High Gop) by the violation of a more righ- 
teous Oath , provoke the wrath of the LokD againſt us , who is the Searcher of 
all hearts, and to whom we muſt give an accompt at the Great Day. 

In ſtead therefore of joyning in Conſultation with you 3 We doe earneſtly in 
treat you , in the nameof our Lord and Mater Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Ambaſſa- 
dours weare, That you would commune with your own hearts, conſider the evill 
of your preſent wayes, and turn from them 3 Remember from whence you are 
fallen, and repent and do your firſt works, You were once honourable and pre 
cions inthe eyes of us and others of Gods ſervants , while you kept in Gods ways 

an 
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arid within your own ſpheare 3 you had our hearts, our help, and our prayers for 
ſacceſſe therein: Bur alas | you have eclipſed your own glory,and brought a Cloud 
over all your excellencies. You are now walking in by-paths of your own, where- 
in we dare not ſay, Pſal. 129. 8. The bleſſing of the Lord beupon you, We bleſſe you 
in the name of the Lord, nor bid you God ſpeed, left we be partakers of your evill deeds. 
z Fob v, x1. In ſtead of preſerving the Truth and purity of Religion and the 
Worſhip of God 3 we fear, you are opening a door to deſparate and damnable Er- 
rors and Herefies againſt the Truth of God, and to many licentious 
and wicked practiſes againſt the worſhip and wayes of God. How is Religion 
made to ſtink by reaſon of your miſcarriages, and like to become 4 ſcorn and re+ 
proach in all the Chriſtian world ? How are the faces of Gods faichfull ſervants 
covered with ſhame, and their hearts filled with ſorrow and grief by reaſon there= 
of > How isthe Golden Cord of Gorernment broken in ſunder? the Honor and 
Authority of Magiſtracy laid in the Duſt > How hath the Parliament, which ſu- 
ſtained the force and oppolition of profefied Enemies for many years, been made 
contemptible and torn in pieces by profefled friends in one day ? 

Youcannor but know how fully and frequently Gods Word commandeth and 
inforceth obedience and ſubmiſſion to Magiſtrates, forbidding alſo and condem- 
ning ( and thatunder pain of damnation, ) ſuch praiſes as thele of yours are. As 


. > . ' bd ; * 
likewiſe what ſevere threatnings and exemplary judgements from God haye been 


denounced againſt , and inflicted on the Conremners and Oppoſers of this his 
Ordinance. You know what a Brand the Apoſte Fude puts upon thoſe that deſpiſe 
Dominion and ſpeak cvill of Dignittes, Fude v. 8, 11.' Wo unto them ( ſaith he) for they 
have gone in the way of Cain, and run grecdily after the errour of Balaam for a reward, 
aud pcriſhed in the gain ſaying of Corah. 

You know the ſad examples of (orah, Dathan, and eAbiram in their mutinous 
Rebellion, ,and Levelling deſigne againſt Magiſtracy and Miniſtry, in the Per- 
ſong of Moſes and Aaron, Toutaketoo much upon you ( ſaid they to Moſes and Aaron) 
Sectng all the (ongreg ion are holy. TAYONR Or Saints, Whereforethen lift you up 
your ſelves ab ove the Congregation of the Lord? Which Moſes feares not to call A ga- 
thering together againſt the Lord and warnes the people to avoid their company Num. 
16.311 2632 33 29. Depart from the Tents of theſe wicked men, and touch nothing of 
theirs, leſt ye be conſumed in all their fins 5 After which'the Earth opened her mouth , 
and ſwallowed them up, with all that appertained to them : And yetthere were ia 
that Rebellion a confiderable number of Eminent men., two hundreah and fifty 
Princes of the Aſſembly, famous in the Cougregation, men of Renowne. 

And conſonant to the tenor of the Scriptures herein, hath alway been the con- 
{tant judgement and doGtrine of Proteſtant Divines both at home, and abroad, 
with whoſe Judgements we do fully concurre ; diſclaiming, deteſting and ab= 
horring the- wicked and bloudy Tenents and Praiſes of Jcluites, ( the worſt of 
Papiſts,) concerning the oppoling of lawfull Magiſtrates by private Perſons, and 
the murthering of Kings by uh under the moſt ſpecious and colourable 
Prerences. Which Jeſuiricall Principles and,Counſels we fear, may have too great 
a concurrence with, if not an influence upon theſe late tranſaRions. _ 

Now 


Now we defire you ſerioufly, and as in the fight of God, to examine your own 
hearts and wayes, and to deal with your ſelves as ſomerimes Nathan did with D4s 
vid. Put caſe ſome other Party of men in the Kingdome, whoſe Principles had 
not been concurrent with yours, ſhould have attempted a&s of ſuch a nature, as 
thoſe that you have performed z as ſeifing the Kings perſon, and removing him 
from place to place without and againſt his and the 7 ol nat. conſent : would it 
not have been judged by youan intolerable contempt borh of his and their aurho= 
rity? Putcaſe they and their Confederates had attempted the remoyall of the 
Parliaments Guards, ſecured or inhibited a great number of their Members, cons 
trived and promoted new Modules of their own , deſtructive to the being both of 
this and all other Parliaments, wich other as of the like nature z we appeale to 
your own conſciences, what clamours and accuſations againit chem would from 
your ſelves have proceeded. And if in other Perions you would condemne the 
fa, the Lord grant you hearts to {ee who are the men, Was it once a crime of the 
higheſt nature, to endeavour the. ſubvertion cf the fundamentall Lawes of the 
Kingdome, to diſlwade the calling, or periwade the diffolution of Perliaments ; 
to countenance Arminians, or connive at Papifts : and canic be now commen- 
dablc to conttive the ſubyerfion of the whole Lawes and Government of the King= 
domeall atonce; and in ſtead of a few errours to allow, ( as we fear ſomeamongtt 
you endeavour ) a totall impunity,and univerſal Toleration of all Religions ? Be 
208 deceived, God % net mocked: tie knows how, frequenily you condemne that as 
a great crime in others, which you would have accounted a vertuc in your ſelves 3 
But God who isno reſpeer of Perions allowerh no ſuch rule. Rom. 1. 22. Thoſe 
who knowing the judgement of God, that they which commit ſuch things are worthy of 
death; not only do the ſame things, but have pleaſure in, ( or, conſent with ) them that 
do them, tm judging another condemne themſclves. Rom. 2. 1. 3. And thinkeſt thou 
this, O man, that judgcſt them which do ſuch things, and doeſt the ſame, that thou ſhats cſ- 
cape the judgement of God '? Verſes-2. 6.11, ,No {urely,. we are ſure the. Fudgement 
of God 3s according to truth, againſt them which commit th things, Who will render 

to every man according to his deeds; For there js 10 reſpeft of Perſon, with God. 

Wee defite that you would nor be too confident on former Succefles. If God 
have made you proiper- while you were in His way, this can be no warrant for 
you to walk in wayes of your own, and promiſe your ſelves Succeſle therein 3 
Nay. if through Gods-permiſſion ( for reaſons beſt known to himſelf ) you 
have had or may have Succefle in an Evi! way, yet is it no juſtification thereof, 
nor incouragement to proceed thercin. ' Yea, you know, that. ic is on6-of the . 
oreateſt Judgments, when God ſuff.rs men ro proſper in linfull courſes. Wiſe 
"Solomon tels us from his own «experience, that there be ſometimes juſt men to whom 
it hatpcnah according to the work of the wicked : again, There be wicked men to whon 

" it happencth according to the work of the righteous, Ecclefi. 8, 14. ' There #'4juſt 
man that periſhath in his righteouſneſſe, and there is a wicked wati that prolongeth his life 
in bis mickedneſſe, Eccleſ. 7 15. But, beeau/e ſentence againſt an evi!l work # not-ex- 

_ ecuted Feecdily, ſhall therefore the heart of the ſons of men be fully ſet in them to do twill, 
Eccleſ, 8. 11 God forbid. | 7" 

And therefore the Providence of God ( which is fo often pleaded in juſtificati= 


' en of your wayes) is no fafe rule to walk by, eſpecially in ſuch ats as the Word of 
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God condemues. God'doth nat approve the practilh af: whatſoever his providence 
doth permit. When Pawd, in rhecave, had anopportynity.to deſtroy Saul, ( who 
was then in aftuall purſtance of him for his life , ). Pawds men make ufeof ſuch 
an Argument from Providence, Bebold, (ay they, the day of which the Lord (ad unto 
thee, Behold, I will deliver thine enemy juothine band that thou mayeſt 4p to him as it 
ſhall feem good unt9 thee , 1 Sam. 14 4, 6, 7, 13: but Davidneither durſt himſelf, nar 
would permit his men to make uſethereat; but faith, The Lord forbit that T ſhould 
dothis thing unto my Mafter the Lords Auoynted; to ſtrexch forth my hand azainſt him. 
Again, wh:n David found Saut ſleeping in his Trench, behold a Providence (mighr 
Abiſhai have ſaid ) God , faith he, hath flelwvered thine enemy inta thine hand this bin, 
now therefore let me fmitehim, &fc. 1 Sam. 26. 8. gs No, ſaith Daud Deſtroy him not, 


for who can ſtretch forth his hand againſt the Lords Aunointed and be guilileſſe? But if 


to. follow providence , had been a ſufficient warrant 3 Dawd thould have t3- 
ken another courſe. In ſuname, if this be a good-warrant , nothing can be ain, 
for nothing can come to paſle at all, unlefle the: permiſſive Providence of God 
afford an opportunity. 
Nor is it ſafe to be guided by impulſes of Spirit, or pretended impreſſions on 
your hearts, without or againſt the rule: of Gods written Word. For by this 
meanes the tempracions of Satan , and the motions of Gads ſpirit will be purin 
equal! ballance. And we defire you likewiſe: toconhlader , whether any Hiſtory, 
facred or prophane , recordeth any example of an impulſe of Spirit falling | upon 
Multicudes of perſons at the ſame-time , putting them-all-at once upon performan- 
ces contrary to Morall Precepts; as alſo, whether ſuch perſons who are aced b 
an impulſe of ſpirit, can Command others who want it , (nay , . who: do. nor "4 
much as pretend to have ir (to do that unco, which themſelves pretend to be ſo 
mciced? We know that icis the duty of Chriſtians to try ſuch inſtigations by the 
Wordof God , andexaminehow well they agree thereunto, that they may, accor- 
dingly Julge , whether jt bee'the voice-of God ,” or: the voice of S3tan, and 
of their own corrupt hearts, that prompteth them. Tothe Law and to the Teſtimony, 
if they ſpeak not according tothis word, it is becauſe there s no light iu them. Iſa. 28. 
20. The Apofile Pater dire&s the Jewes'to whom he wrote, to adhere to the 
word written, aS to 4 more ſure word of propheſic. 2 Pet. x, 19. By the ſame Rule, 
whereby we muſt try the ſpirits, "we mult alfo try rhe: #pulſes of ſpirit, otherwiſe we 
do excecdingly ſtrengthen the divels: hands againit our owne foules, and tempt 
him 40 tempt us- | | 
If beyond all this you plead Neceſsity of doing thus , leaſt what you pretend 
as-a glorious worke, might elſe miſcarry, and-therefore venture on theſe wayes, 
which are. by your ſelves confeſſed to be irregular and not juſtifyable 3 Wee anſwer, 
chat.no necelsity can oblige a man tofinne;z God ſtands not in need of our ſin 
£06. carry on his -owne worke, Will yee ſpeak 'wickedly for God , and talk deceit e 
Full: for, him ? faith Fob, Job 13: 7. 
©. And yet this Plea of neceſSity is of thelefle weight in your caſe, becauſe, wee 
ſear, the ends you ime at, are no more juſtifiablethen the meanes you uſe; and 
the neceſsity pleaded is cither meerly pretended, or at leaſt contracted by your 
:@wne 'Miſcarriages. 


+ But if at any time aprecept of God may be diſpenſsd with upon a meal : 
& ctz | 


Yet, we ſuppoſe yonr ſelves will grant, That this neceſſity muſt be Abſolute, Pre- 
ſent} and Clear ;' not Doubrfull, Uncertain, and Conjeſturall, as that-which'is 
alledged in your caſe muſt needs be, it being diſcerned only by your ſelves and 
your own patty, Ir is molt apparent ro us, that there was of late no neceſlity at 
all of thete your irregular practiſes 3 the Parliament being (ril} forced by you ) 
full and free , ating whar was Covenanred for, and ( if we miſtake not ) what | 
was agreed upon: long before by the. Parliaments of both Kingdoms. Belides you 
have engaged your ſelves by an Oath to preſerve his Mjcities perſon. , and the: 
P riviledges-of B artiament z. andthis is moſt clear, That no neceſlaty, can juſtifie 
perjury » or diſpence with lawfull Oxthes 3 That dreadfull fing Roll being rea- 
dy to ſciſe upon him that ſwearah falſly by the Name of God, Zach 5, 4.  Anex- 
ample of which ſevere judgement from God » for the violation of an Oath , you 
have in SAur. , who though he did out of a good intention, 7x hi Feal to the chil- 
dren of Tfrael , flay the Gibeonites ( a peaple formerly accurſed, and who had fal. 
lacioufly procured a Covenant from JasHua above two hundred years betore) 
2 Sam- 21. 1, 2, 6, yet for SauLs breaking of that Covenant , was the whole 
Kingdome of Iſrael , and his poſterity in particular , moſt ſeverely punithed 
by Gobp. | RN Des 
: Wedo therefore upon the whole matter , ſeriouſly beſeech you, as in the Gght of 
God,to recede from theſe evil ways, & contafn your ſelves withinyour own bounds, 
to learn Fohn-Baptiſts Leflon for Souldiers , Do violence to no man, Luke 3.14. (or pur 
no man in fear ) neither accuſe any man falſly.; and 'be content with your wages. But if 
you perhſt in theſe wayes , bchotd you have finned againſt the Lord, and 'be ſure your 
ſeu will:e you out ; and take heed, leſt , 'when the hand of God ſhall overtake 
you , andturn the wheel upon you , you be found to ſuffer both 4s evill doers, and 
as buſec-bodies in other mens matters. 1 Pet. 4.15. | i 
_ - And when youſhall thus return to your duty ; as we ſhall have cauſe to bleſſe 
-GoDp forit, fowe thall not need to fear thoſe diregrnitngs which ſome of us have 
received ( we ſay not from your ſelves, ) yet from Meflengers directed ( as they 
informed us ) immediarly from your ſelves, ro ſome of us, Thar if wee per 
ſift to ſity up the People to Sedition ( foro it ſeemes our bewailing your fins before 
'the Lord , is interpreted ) and Souldiers do us a miſchief , we may thank our ſelves ; 
That if their follow another War , you will give quartey to none that ſtands againſt you; 
. That-you will ſpare neither man , woman , nor childe , Engliſh ay Stranger. Bur if 
theſe our Exhortations prevail not, we have diſcharged our duty , and we hope, 
- delivered our own ſoules , EzEx, 32.9. and if it be our portion to ſuffer , we truſt 
we ſhall ſuffer a5 Chriſtians , and for well doing , 1 Peter 4. 16. 1 Peter 3. 17. and 
that fuch Juffering ſhall be exceptable with God ;, in whoſe fight the death of bis Saints 
7s precious 3 1 Peter 2. 20. Pial. 116. Ig. Who when he maketh inquifition for bloud 
forgcttech not the cry of the bumble 3 Pal. 9, 12. and though ſome of us were told by 
one of the Meſſengers ſent from you , That if we put our ſelves upon ſujfering , wee 
fhall bave ſuffering eno::gh 3 yer we know , That the God whom we ſerve 3 able to 
deliver us: Dan+ 3,17, To whom in the diſcharge of our duty , we commit the 
keeping of our ſou!es , as to a faitbfull (reator, 1 Peter 4-19: | 
And thus ont of a zeal to Gods glory, a care to diſcharge our own duties, 
and an hearty deſire after the comfort and Jondaney your ſoules, we haye ſeee- 
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